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• October 1997 „Egon Schiele: The Leopold Collection, Vienna“, MoMA

• December 1997 New York Times: Judith H. Dobrzynski, The zealous collector - A 

special report. 

• January 1998 „Portrait of Wally“ und „Dead City III“ are confiscated as stolen property
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• March 1998 Establishment of  the Commission of Provenance research by the 

Minister of Culture Elisabeth Gehrer

• December 1998 Washington Principles on Nazi-Confiscated Art („just and fair 

solutions“)

• December 1998 Art Restitution Act, amendment 2009 / Federal Law on the 

Restitution of Art Objects and Other Movable Culturall Assets from Austrian 

Federal Museums and Collections and from other Federal Property
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Commission for Provenance Research

Federal Ministry for Arts, Culture, the Civil Service and Sport

Sect. IV/B/4/b Art Restitution and Remembrance Culture

Administrative Director: Pia Schölnberger
Scientific Coordination: Birgit Kirchmayr

Members of the Commission
Bureau of the Commission for Provenance Research 

Provenance researchers in the Austrian federal museums and 
collections 
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Collections of the Kunsthistorisches
Museum Wien

• Egyptian and Near Eastern Collection
• Collection of Greek and Roman Antiquities
• Picture Gallery
• Kunstkammer / Cabinet of Art
• Archive
• Library
• Coin Collection
• Collection of Historic Musical Instruments
• Collection of Arms and Armour
• Museum of Carriages and Department of Court Uniforms

Systematic and proactive provenance research in all collections 

5
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© Dietmar Rabich / Wikimedia Commons / „Wien, Palais Pallavicini -- 2018 -- 3190“ / CC BY-SA 4.0©

The history of the Collection of Historic 
Musical Instruments
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Sammlung alter Musikinstrumente, Palais 
Pallavicini, Ausstellung "Klaviere aus fünf 
Jahrhunderten", 1939 © KHM-Museumsverband
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Databases and search tools

• Lexicon of Austrian provenance research / www.lexikon-provenienzforschung.org

• Online card index of the Central Depot for Confiscated Collections in Vienna / 

www.www.zdk-online.org

• Victims search / Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance (DÖW) / 

www.doew.at/english

• GenTeam: Die genealogische Datenbank / www.genteam.at/index.php?lang=en 

• Jewish Community of Vienna (IKG), Department for Restitution Affairs: research guide 

/ www.restitution.or.at/rechercheleitfaden_e.html

• Findbuch for Victims of National Socialism / www.findbuch.at/en/home.html
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1. Elizabeth und Oscar Bondy → posthorn (SAM 508): recommendation 1999

2. Alphonse & Clarice Rothschild → small harp (SAM 597), hunting horn/silver horn (SAM 598), natural trumpet (SAM 599), fortepiano 
(SAM 600): recommendation 1999

3. Felix und Josefine Löw-Beer → slide trombone , guitar, viola d’amore, viola d’amore, Cister: recommendation 2009

4. Siegfried Fuchs → mandola (SAM 379), mandolin (SAM 380): recommendation April 2012

5. Elizabeth und Oscar Bondy→ english violett (SAM 530), dancing master violin (SAM 531), viola (SAM 532): no recommendation
November 2012

6. Mary Wooster → fortepiano (SAM 795): Dossier for information March 2014

7. Frida Gerngross →  fortepiano (SAM 440): recommendation October 2015

8. Aladar Döry / Vera und  Paul Stefan Dukes → fortepiano (SAM 543): Meeting of the Advisory Board March 2017, decision was 
postponed, recommendation July 2017

9. Guido Adler →  2 books: recommendation March 2018

10. Eduard Reiseneder → table piano (SAM 572): Dossier for information 2019    

11. Isolde Ahlgrimm / Erich Fiala → Dossier for information 2019 

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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1. Elizabeth und Oscar Bondy → posthorn (SAM 508): recommendation 1999

In 2002 the instrument was repurchased after being returned and is now inventoried under SAM_1065

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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4. Siegfried Fuchs → mandola (SAM 379), mandolin (SAM 380): recommendation April 2012

SAM_380 

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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5. Elizabeth und Oscar Bondy→ english violett (SAM 530), dancing master violin (SAM 531), viola (SAM 532): no recommendation November 
2012

SAM_531 SAM_532

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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6. Mary Wooster → fortepiano (SAM 795): Dossier for information March 2014

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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7. Frida Gerngross →  fortepiano (SAM 440): recommendation October 2015

Illustration of the piano from the act SAM 35/39-40

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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8. Aladar Döry / Vera und  Paul Stefan Dukes → fortepiano (SAM 534): Meeting of the Advisory Board March 2017, decision was postponed, 
recommendation July 2017

The instrument was repurchased by the heirs and is now in the permanent exhibition

Dossiers submitted to the Advisory Board
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Inventory (2019): 1357 objects

Approx. 700 objects are considered ”harmless” (acquired before 1933, produced after 1945, provenance identified)

377 inventory numbers were assigned until 1933

211 acquisitions between 1938 and 1945

16 objects were restituted in the post-war period

14 objects according to the Art Restitution Act 1998/2009

610 Objects “open” or 285 objects “open – no indication of questionability” 

War losses: 17 objects
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Fortepiano by Johann 
Promberger, Vienna, 1810

Date of aquisition: March 20th, 
1940

Frida Gerngross / Maria Gardi

35/SAM/39/40
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Programme "The Miracle" 15.09.-
03.10.1912, Wiener Rotunde
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BSKC7-aW_o
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Wiener Salonblatt, 29. April 1922 Wiener Salonblatt, 4. Jänner 1931
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Thank you for your attention!

Merci pour votre attention!

Monika Löscher

Provenance researcher on behalf of the Commission for

Provenance research, Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien

monika.loescher@khm.at

mailto:vorname.nachname@bka.gv.at

